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"In the depth of winter, I finally learned that within me there lay an invincible summer."
.
Albert Camus
Attempted abduction on Beall IT-ClZ- ED
KrisFronzak
News Editor
At approximately 10:10 p.m. on
Monday evening, three suspects driv-
ing a red SUV with Ohio plates at-
tempted to abduct a female first-ye- ar
student
The student was headed north-
bound on Beall Ave. when the car
stopped next to her. One of the pas-
sengers opened a side door and de-
manded that she get in the vehicle.
The student refused, pulled out her
cell phone and began to dial Cam-
pus Security. Upon seeing the phone,
the suspects closed the car door and
drove off.
Campus Security and the Wooster
police were notified of the events,
and conducted a thorough search of
the campus for the identified vehicle.
There have been no leads thus far.
Joe Kirk, the director of cam-
pus security and protective services,
called the incident a message to secu-
rity that they should be more visible
around campus. The staff plans to in-
crease both vehicle and foot patrols in
the immediate future!
A report was filed and the police
department is aware of the prob-
lem. According to Police Chief Steve
Glick, officers have checked a video
from a business north of campus on
Beall Ave. but it has given them no
leads.
Kirk pointed out that the attack
was unprovoked, and probably only
attempted because the victim was a
female walking alone at night.
This is the latest in a series of
escalating incidents between stu-
dents at The College of Wooster and
There was an attempted abduction on Beall Ave. at night
earlier this week (Photo by Linda Kuster).
residents of the city. Minor episodes
happen with surprising frequency
around campus. In the past few years,
suspects have yelled obscenities, spit
upon, shot paintballs at and otherwise
threatened students walking around
campus. One of the most infamous in-
cidents of late involved a small group
of students who were challenged by
men driving up Beall Ave. The inci-
dent ended in a concussion and inter-
nal bleeding for one of the students.
Kirk is advising that all students
use added caution when traversing
campus, especially at night. Cam-
pus Security also recommends that
students walk in groups and stay in
well-l- it areas whenever possible. If
you feel threatened, call security at
(330) 263-25- 90 or use the blue secu-
rity lights located across campus.
Students who witnessed the
event or may have possible leads are
asked to come forward.
Professor, student make discovery
Elliott Flautt
Staff Writer
Wooster biochemistry and
molecular biology major Chelsea
Stamm '1 1 and James West, assistant
professor of biochemistry and mo-
lecular biology, are on to something
big at Wooster. While studying un-- --
saturated carbonyl compounds here
at the College, the researchers found
a certain compound was extremely
efficient at killing skin cells, accord-
ing to Director of Public Informa-
tion John Finn. The study looked at
structurally similar molecules that
were known to kill skin cells. The
researchers hypothesized that the
toxicity would be relatively the same
across the board. Philip J. Kings-le- y,
an assistant in biochemistry at
Vanderbilt University's School of
Medicine, was also involved in the
study.
However, West, Stamm and
Kingsley soon found that a certain
molecule used in the study, diethyl
acetylenedicarbonate (also known
as DAD), was ultimately more ef-
fective at killing skin cells than the
other molecules they studied. West
stated "we found that the molecule
can react with one protein and then
cross link it with another protein,
T7 1
t
Stamm works in the lab on her Independent Study research
(Photo by Linda Kuster).
like molecular glue," compromising
the functions of the protein within
the cell. West went on to say "None
of the other molecules used in the
study can cross link proteins, which
is one way to explain why it is so
toxic." '
West implied that this new dis-
covery would become invaluably use-
ful in the future as it provides a "new
biomedical tool" for researchers to
work with in their studies. Further,
Stamm was recognized by West as
a "key player" in the discovery of
the usefulness of DAD as a protein
cross-linke- r. In commenting on the
significance of DAD as a protein
cross linker within skin cells, West
said, "if we know that a. protein in
the cell has been modified by DAD,
we can begin to ask questions about
the other proteins to which it binds
and becomes cross-link- ed ... DAD
can help us identify these interac- -
Cont. on page 2
NATIONAL Senate votes to repeal Health Care Bill
On Tuesday, Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, (R-K-Y)
announced that he and fellow Republicans will push for a health
care repeal vote, although their chances of success are slim in the
Democratic-ru- n chamber. According to USA Today, the House vot-
ed for repeal last week. McConnell predicts the effort will fall short
in the Democratic senate; however, he made it clear that the Repub-
licans will not give up easily. Senate Majority Whip Dick Durbin,
D-Il- l., said on Fox News Sunday that Democrats support the bill
overall but are willing to make improvements.
WORLD Woman attempts to smuggle 44 iPhones
A woman traveling through Israel's Ben-Gurio- n International
Airport was caught with 44 iPhone 4s in her stockings. The extra
bulk and weight made for an unnatural gait, which tipped off of-
ficials working in customs. According to MSNBC, when officials
approached the woman she claimed that she was walking strange-
ly because she was not feeling well. She was asked to go through
a full-bod- y scanner which revealed 44 iPhones stuffed into her
stockings, hidden by a large flowing skirt. Just a day before the at-
tempted iPhone smuggling, airport officials found eight protected
birds on the body of another passenger who went through the full-bod- y
scanner.
LOCAL Homeless man arrested for Westlake burglary
A 27-year-- old homeless man was arrested Sunday after resi-
dents found him inside their Westlake home. After his discovery,
Christopher Monjot ran out with $1,300 worth of jewelry. Accord-
ing to the Cleveland Plain Dealer, officers followed fresh footprints
through the yards of at least 16 homes where the suspect either
looked in windows, tried to open doors or checked out cars parked
in driveways. Monjot is also a suspect in an attempted burglary that
occurred on Jan. 22 near Northwood Lane.
Horoscopes stagger
from unexpected blow
Astrological signs off; new sign added
Kris Fronzak
News Editor
An uncertain science at best,
astrology has been called even fur
ther into question with the discov
ery that the moon's gravitational
pull on our planet actually pushes
astrological "signs" by almost a
month.
The Minnesota Planetarium
Society released this news last
month, to the dismay of astrolo-gis- ts
everywhere.
What this means in practical
terms is that if you were once a
Pisces, you are probably now an
Aquarius. If you were a Libra, you
are now a Virgo, and so on (full
table at right). Additionally those
born from Nov. 29 to Dec. 17
now fall under a new zodiac sign
Ophiuchus, the "snake holder."
Ophiuchus has been suggested as
the "13th sign" by astrologists in
the past, and was already in use in
some parts of Japan at the time the
new research was published.
Luckily for us, since the sec-
ond century C.E., Western astrol
ogy has been wholly dependent on
something called the "tropical zodi-
ac," which changes with the seasons
rather than constellations. Research
from the Minnesota Planetary Soci-
ety pertains to Eastern astrological
beliefs, called "Sidereal." Astrolo-
gists maintain that if you follow
typical western horoscopes, your
"sign" is actually still the same.
Serious Capricorns, you aren't go-
ing to be enthusiastic, independent
Sagittariuses. And none of us are
going to become snake-wrangli- ng
Ophiuchuses.
New Sidereal Zodiac Chart
Capricorn: Jan. 20-Fe- b. 16.
Aquarius: Feb. 16-Ma- rch 11.
Pisces: March U-Ap- ril 18.
Aries: April 18-M- ay 13.
Taurus: May 13-Ju- ne 21.
Gemini: June 2 1-- July 20.
Cancer: July 20-Au- g. 10.
Leo: Aug. 10-Se-pt. 16.
Virgo: Sept. 16-O- ct. 30.
Libra: Oct. so-No- v. 23.
Scorpio: Nov. 23-2- 9.
Ophiuchus: Nov. 29-D- ec. 1 7.
Sagittarius: Dec. 17-Ja- n. 20.
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The Tuscon Massacre Issues in Haiti remain unresolved
Implicationsfor thefuture
Ramsey Kincannon
Staff Writer
Jared Lee Loughner, the man
responsible for the death of six
people and the wounding of 14,
including Congresswoman Ga-brie- lle
Giffords (D-A- Z), just en-
tered a plea of "not guilty" Mon-
day in Phoenix, Ariz.
On Jan. 8, Loughner began
firing his semi-automa-tic gun
in front of a Safeway grocery
store parking lot in Tucson,
Ariz. A bullet went through Gif-
fords' head. Fatalities included
nine-year-o- ld Christina-Tayl- or
Green, Chief Judge John Roll
and Community Outreach Direc-
tor Gabe Zimmerman.
The plea was the latest in a
winding series of events that
followed the initial shooting.
Since then, there has been a
swarm of reactions trying to
assess, the fault and progress
from the shooting. Sarah Palin,
initially blamed for a campaign
slogan that placed crosshairs
over particular political districts,
has retaliated, saying that people
are placing a "blood libel" on
her. Others, such as Rep. Caro-
lyn McCarthy (D-NY- ), have
advocated for a bill eliminating
extended magazines for guns,
pointing out the fact that Lough-
ner was initially able to shoot 3 1
"Discovery"
tions." Using DAD researchers can
now pinpoint specific protein struc-
tures within a cell, .which will make
the study of intra-cellul- ar protein
interactions more precise in the fu-
ture. West and Stamm have con-
ducted further trial with DAD and
according to West "at this point, it's
difficult to predict all of the potential
uses of DAD. Stamm commented,
"In our follow-u- p studies, we are us-
ing DAD as a chemical tool to 'staple'
interacting proteins to one another"
which makes identifying cellular pro-
teins easier. The main distinction be-
tween the DAD molecule and other
molecules which have potent charac
Dining Policy Altered
Press Release
Josh Koch
A controversial food policy was
amended shortly before students
returned home for winter break,
thanks to the collaboration between
the Student Government Asso-
ciation and Campus Council. The
original policy, which was passed
in an effort to keep money on cam-
pus, prohibited student groups,
stafT "and faculty from getting re-
imbursed for any food purchased
outside of campus (unless granted
exemption). Unfortunately neither
Council nor SGA was informed of
such a policy until reimbursements
started to be rejected.
After many conversations with
administrative officials, SGA and
Council reached an agreement for
the amended policy. Reimburse-
ment will now be accepted (up to $8
per person with a $250 cap) when
1:010-201- 1
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While we strive to
achieve excellence
every week, we, too,
sometimes fall short.
Please send your cor-
rections to Voice
wooster.edu
bullets (as .opposed to the usual
ten) before needing to reload.
Congressmen Shuler (D-N-C) and
Chaffetz (R-U- T) have encouraged
fellow representatives to start car-
rying guns.
Among those responses was
President Barack Obama's memo-
rial service, in which he called the
event an "unspeakable tragedy,"
and celebrated the heroes who lim-
ited the shooting to just the initial
victims. He called for a return to a
collaborative style of politics and
asked for the end of a heated, ex-
clusively partisan debate.
The shooting came at a par-
ticularly heated moment of politi-
cal debate throughout the country.
Vitriolic debate has raged through
the country even more intense-
ly throughout the last several
months. Conservative radio hosts
such as Glen Beck and Rush Lim-bau- gh
have called for people to re-
volt, and certain liberal commenta-
tors have only fanned the fires.
In the courtroom, Loughner
seemed to chuckle and smile occa-
sionally throughout the 15 minute
arraignment. Initially charged just
with the attempted murder of Gif-
fords and two aides Ron Barber
and Pamela Simon authorities
expect the charges to grow as evi
dence keeps being compiled. The
case will continue on March 9 back
in Tucson.
from page 1
teristics in skin cells is that the DAD
molecule interacts with the function-
ing of intra-cellul- ar proteins while
other molecules interact with struc-
ture of the cell itself, according to a
Wooster biochemistry and molecular
biology student
For those of you interested in
finding out more information about
the research conducted by West,
Stamm and Kingsley, the research
will be published later this month
in the journal entitled Chemical
Research in Toxicology, a journal
of the American Chemical Society.
Also, Dr. James West can be contact-
ed at JWestwooster.edu.
students andor students and fa-
cultystaff meet together. It is the
hope that this revised policy can
help keep money on campus while
still allowing members of the col-
lege to purchase off-camp- us food
for special occasions.
"SGA and Campus Council con-
tinue to be an advocate for the Stu-
dents," said Josh Koch, SGA Secre-
tary of Special Services. "A problem
was brought to our attention, we
spoke with the administration and
a compromise was reached. This is
what these two organizations are
here for and it is important that stu-
dents speak up when they have fu-
ture concerns about college policy."
Campus
Theft
117 4:33 p.m.
Scheide Hall
Flute stolen, later turned up
Alcohol
121 9:31 p.m.
Holden Hall
Four students playing drinking game in
room
121 11:11p.m.
Kenarden Lounge
Two people drinking in lounge
121 11:35 p.m.
Westminster Cottage
Underage student drinking outside
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Emily Tarr
Senior Staff Writer
On Jan. 12, 2010, an earthquake
devastated the nation of Haiti. Just
over one year later, the country is
still trying to recover. According to
the Los Angeles Times, very little
reconstruction has been done so
far in Haiti. A meager five percent
of the debris has been cleared, few
landmarks have been rebuilt, and
about 1,200 tent camps still dot
the capital city of Port-au-Prin- ce.
Many are unemployed, and around
800,000 people are still living in
Jhe camps, says Nigel Fisher, the
U.N. coordinator for humanitarian
affairs in Haiti. Other sources es-
timate the number is closer to one
million, according to the Associ-
ated Press.
Not only is rebuilding a prob-
lem, health is also a major concern.
According to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, there
is a definite cholera outbreak in
Haiti, the first in Haiti in at least
100 years. Usually spread through
infected food or water, the un-
healthy conditions in Haiti make
the outbreak especially serious. The
lack of clean water and sanitation,
a weak public health system, flood-
ing and the many people who are
still homeless make prime condi-
tions for spreading the disease. The
disease has spread to many areas of
Haiti, though the majority is in the
Artibonite Departmente, located
approximately 50 miles north of
Port-au-Prin- ce. More than 3,600
people have died in the outbreak,
according to the Associated Press.
Though the country received
an enormous amount of help soon
after the quake, reconstruction has
not made much progress. Many
Sun in their T
Security Briefs
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Haitians continue to suffer a year after the devastating
earthquake wreaked havoc on their nation (Photo by AP).
blame relief agencies for the slow
recovery, criticizing their lack of
support and coordination, accord-
ing to the Los Angeles Times. For
example, the Interim Haiti Recov-
ery Commission, headed by former
President Bill Clinton and Haitian
Prime Minister Jean-Ma- x Bel-leri- ve,
has only met four times since
its formation in April.
Plus, while in March a donors
conference promised $5.57 billion
to help Haiti in 2010 and 2011,
only a portion of the amount has
actually been given, says the Los
Angeles Times. Clinton's U.N. Of-
fice of the Special Envoy to Haiti
estimates that $3.2 billion is still
waiting to be paid. Furthermore,
the majority of the money was
spent to improve living conditions,
including vaccinations, housing,
water, food and amputations, not
reconstruction efforts.
The country's unstable politi-
cal situation may also be to blame
for the slow rate of reconstruction.
According to the New York Times,
J e W w w -- J
Vandalism
117 7:36 a.m.
Kenarden Lounge
Pornographic pictures posted in lounge.
117 9:41 a.m.
Holden Hall
Reported damage on ground floor
1171:56 p.m.
Babcock Hall
Fire extinguisher shot off in hall
118 3 p.m.
Kieffcr House
Door latch stuffed with paper
120 9:42 a.m.
Holden Hall
Reported fire extinguisher shot off
former dictator Jean-Clau- de Du-vali- er,
known as "Baby Doc" (an
allusion to his father, former Hai-
tian dictator Francois Duvalier or
"Papa Doc") returned from France
to Haiti last week, only to be ar-
rested two days later and charged
with corruption, misappropriation
of funds, theft and other crimes.
Additionally, there is conflict
surrounding the upcoming presi-
dential election. The New York
Times reports that there is a dis-
agreement about which two candi-
dates finished in the top positions
on the Nov. 28 presidential elec-
tion; two different election reports
released two different sets of re-
sults, leaving three different candi-
dates vying for only two spots.
Despite all of these difficul-
ties, many people in Haiti have a
positive outlook. According to the
Associated Press, Haitian Char-
lemagne Sintia said, "We've had an
earthquake, hurricane and cholera,
but we are still here, and we are
still together."
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Jan. 17 to Jan 24, 201 1
121 8:38 a.m.
Yost House
Someone tied a rope around the house
122 7:49 p.m.
Holden Hall
Fire extinguisher shot off on third floor
122 7:40 p.m.
Lowry Center
Fire was lit in trash can
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The Voice staff would like to invite all of our readers to check out our newly
revamped website. Since last semester our web editing staff has been working
hard to update the current website. You can,now find photos with each of the
articles along with a photos gallery. In making use of our events calendar, cam-
pus and community organizations can broadcast upcoming events for the public.
In addition, we also now have domain sections for Wooster Street Style and
our various insight columns. These domains will allow users to view all of the
insight columns and Woo Street Style in their entirety, making it easier for read
ers to access archives of the articles. '
Sections such as Sports and News will also be updating scores and important
information throughout the week on the website.
In an effort to continue our progress the staff is also working on creating a
headline page which will reach all College of Wooster students on Fridays as
well as live-stream- ing of sports games via the website.
We encourage everyone to view the changes, even if you prefer the print edi-
tion. Our web editing staff has worked incredibly hard to make the website
more accessible for all of readers and while we strive for perfection our staff is
always open to suggestions. If you have any tips for us please email us at MHal- -
steadl lwooster.edu or MDonnelly 1 lwooster.edu. Again, visit our website
at TheWoosterVoice.com.
' Madelyn Halstead & Margaret Donnelly
Editors in Chief
Education's main purpose
In contemporary American society, information. This results in students
college has become a right of passage,
a means to an end. Each year, tens of
:
...
Ethan Flack
thousands of
students gradu-
ate from their
respective uni-
versities hoping
that their four
years of study
will, in the end,
provide employ-
ment or admission into a graduate
program of their choosing.
As America's economy has shifted,
large industries that once employed
the majority of workers have fal-
tered, greatly decreasing the number
of blue-coll-ar jobs. Due to this shift,
a larger number of white-coll- ar jobs
has been created, and to gain employ-
ment at such a job, one must possess a
college degree. Therefore, acquiring
a college degree, something once re-
served for society's elite, has become
somewhat of a common occurrence.
Simple economics demonstrate that
by investing in ourselves through
education, we increase the value of
our own human capital. Thus, by ob-
taining a college degree, each student
increases his or her worth to potential
employers and graduate schools. As
a result, the idea that college func-
tions as a means to an end has become
popular.
This shift in attitude is disturbing
and threatens to harm the true goal
of every college to educate its stu-
dents. Yet, when one examines the
circumstances that this attitude has
evolved in, it is not surprising that
this view has developed.
Currently, students are asked to ab-
sorb an extremely large amount of
cramming and cheating to make dead-
lines and prepare for tests. Because
students don't truly understand the
studied content, they are left with an
empty grade.
A person might ask why many
students feel the need to engage in
irrational and sometimes unethical
behavior. The answer is simple: the
culture that we live in has evolved
into a place where a person is not
judged by his character or actions,
but by his grade-poi- nt average. It
seems natural that individuals com-
pete with each other; however, this
competition may actually harm one's
ability to learn.
Striving to do well in school is ad-
mirable. If one obtains a high GPA m"
this quest it certainly is praiseworthy.
Yet, if one takes easy courses in an
attempt to get high marks and boost
their resume, this person is undermin-
ing both him or herself and the edu-
cational system.
I admit, I have not always taken the
moral high road and, at times, have
sought to pad my grades. However,
it seems that the entire point of col-
lege, and therefore of learning, is to
challenge one's self in the hopes that
these this adversity will, in the end,
better one's self in some way.
For this reason, it seems that one
must step outside his or her bound-
aries and challenge him or herself,
regardless of what effect this might
have on his GPA or resume. After all,
everyone must remember, learning in
and of itself is fulfilling.
Ethan Flack is a contributor for the
Voice. He can be reachedfor comment at
EFlackl4uiooster.edu.
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Editorial cartoon by Staff Cartoonist Andrew Holmes. He can be reached atAHolmes13wooster.edu.
The right must reexamine itself
In the past decade, a new generation
of the Republican Party has brought
Dan Hanson
an increasingly
dogmatic and pu-
gilistic brand of
conservatism to
mainstream po-
litical discourse.
In the wake of
Jared Louch- -
ner's murderous
rampage in Tucson, Ariz, including
the maiming of Rep. Gabrielle Gif-ford-s,
the civility in American politics
is at the forefront of media discourse.
Although Loughner's personal moti-
vations for this crime should not and
cannot be taken as representative of
any wliig of modern politics, this trag-
ic incident is an opportunity for our
nation to examine the latent violence
of conservative political discourse. '
This incident must n-ignit- e the de-
bate over the safety of widespread gun
availability, a topic that has become one
of the most dearly held cultural identi-
fications of conservatives. Despite the
shock and outrage that many gun ad-
vocates have expressed in the wake of
this event, those who deem it acceptable
for a man with documented mental in- -
tinues to surpass the boundaries of
civility within the bounds of legality.
It is unfortunate that these problems
cannot be discussed unless brought to
light by a tragedy such as the one in
l ucson
stability to obtain guns and ammuni- - This
""
shooting was not a "wake up
tion:.. i l : i i n ', "without barriers at retailers such
as Wal-Ma- rt should not be surprised
when this right is actually, utilized. It
is a tragic commentary among Repub-
licans that the gun has become one of
their most prized symbols of freedom.
Sarah Palin was not responsible for
Loughner's actions by posting an im-
age of her district among others in
the crosshairs of a gun on her web-
site, but this image brings to light her
! party's culture of implicit violence. In
1
another example, former Nevada Tea
Party senatorial candidate Sharron
Angle suggested "Second Amendment
remedies" against Harry Reid. Con-
servatives increasingly use the Second
Amendment to keep rhetoric that con
call" as the news media has described
it. The wake up call was when mem-
bers of the Tea Party started bring-
ing guns to political rallies. This
tragedy was a brutal act of senseless
violence that deserves grievance and
reflection on its own. However, we
cannot afford to ignore our country's
political climate, which is increasingly
tolerant towards those who designate
political opponents as enemies using
outlandish slurs, invoking Nazism and
Communism and summon the tools
of violence as their cultural icons
Dan Hanson is a contributor for tk
Voice. He can be readied for commenh
at DHansonl2woosUr.edu.
And, the left should step up
In regard to the increasingly
hostile conservative political dis
course that Dan
has discussed, I 1
must pose the
question: will
the political left '
please step up?
Yes. the trair- -
Anthony Dominguez
edy in Tucson
put a damper
on the Republican's incriminating
rhetoric. However, once America's
collective consciousness moves on
from the shooting, can we really
expect the civility to linger very
long? I am doubtful, to say the least. "No, you are wrong!" Instead the
Once the Tea Party returns to " Democrats continue to concede,
its unintelligible battle cry against moving further and further to- -
meir political opponent, I untortu- - wards the right ot the political
nately expect the Democrats under
Obama to fold. After all, yielding
to the political opposition has been
their track record over the past
three years.
Will the Democrats please roll up
their sleeves and start playing hard-
ball, both in their political rhetoric
and policy making, against the Tea
Party and extreme right?
It seems no liberal politician has
the cajones to stand up and say,
spectrum.
Much of contemporary Ameri-
can society is blind to their class-consciousn- ess.
Unfortunately, no
liberal politician will wake these
people up. Thus, I pose the ques-
tion again; will the political left
please step up?
Anthony Dominguez is a Viewpoints edito
for the Voice. He can be reached for com
ment at ADominguezllxvooster.edu.
Is cooperation possible in Congress?
During Congress' recent lame-duc-k
session something; extraordinary hap-
pened; important legislation was actu- -
r :
hiBill Burkhart
1 u ally passed and
pill 1IIIU CUl'll.
To clarify, Mer-riam-Web- ster
defines "lame-duc- k"
as an
elected group
continuing in of
fice during the
period between failure to win an elec-
tion and the inauguration of the suc-
cessor. This was the case for the for-
mer Democratic-controlle- d House of
Representatives that lost its majority in
the November elections. These "lame-duc- k"
sessions are generally unproduc-
tive, which is why the few that are pro-
ductive gain so much attention.
What makes this "lame-duc- k" session
unique is major legislation was actually
passed, most of it due to the co-operat- ion
and negotiation between both par-
ties. To start, Republican leadership ne-
gotiated with President Barack Obama
in order to resolve two outstanding
pieces of legislation. On one side, the
Republicans were able to extend the
Bush tax-cu- ts for two years. On the
other, the Democrats got a year-lon-g
continuation of unemployment benefits
for laid-o- ff workers, among other piec-
es of employment legislation designed
to help those who have lost their job or
otherwise affected by the financial crisis.
Along with this, President Obama was
able to ratify the New START Treaty,
or the Strategic Arms Reduction Trea-
ty, which is an arms control agree-
ment between Russia and the United
States. This treaty, which entails both
sides agree to limit their weapons to
1,500 warheads, is a follow up to the
original START treaty signed in 1991
and again in 2002. The ratification of
this treaty was a key part of Obama's
foreign policy agenda. Instead of be-
ing a no-brai- ner to the nation indebted
to their service, funding for the health-
care of 9 1 1 first responders was also
renewed, despite initial and continued
Republican resistance.
But the social legislation that proba-
bly made the biggest headlines was the
repeal of Don't Ask, Don't Tell, which
barred individuals who were openly
gay, lesbian or bisexual from military
service. I believe this is a big step for
our country as whole, which has been
far behind many of our European al-
lies on this decision.
Does this represent a new wave of
co-operat- ion in Washington? Unfortu-
nately, I think this is unlikely. During
their first month with a majority hold
over the House, Republicans have al-
ready passed through a repeal of the
Health Care Reform Act. Called the
"Repealing the Job-Killi- ng Healthcare
Law Act," it was passed almost com-
pletely along party lines. The very
name of the legislation has caused
weeks of debate on national television,
whose stances on the matter depend on
which station you are watching. Harry
Reid has already stated that repealing
the bill will not be put on the Senate
docket, so it poses no threat of actually
being passed. However, with the ac-
tions taken by both parties so early in
the year, the hope of our government
representatives working over party
lines to pass legislation has all but
vanished. With the advent of the new
Tea Party members who were elected
into office, it is hard to say what the
stance of the Republican Party will be
as a whole. What can be said is that the
way Congress works has changed, ei-
ther for better or for worse.
Bill Burkhart is Business Assistant for
the Voice. He can be reached for com-
ment at BBurthartl3mooster.edu.
4 Section EditorJanuaryFRIDAY, 28 voice Emily BartelheimFjeatures
Spain offers rich study abroad experiences LGDT INSIGHT
Emily Bartelheim
Features Editor
So I'm supposed to cram a summa-
ry of my study-abro- ad experience
into one 500-wo- rd newspaper ar-
ticle. For the others who have gone
abroad, you know how hard it is to
describe everything in a 30-min- ute
conversation, let alone half a page
of text. Talk about a challenge; but
here are a few snapshots.
Spending three-and-a-h- alf months
abroad was one of the best decisions
of my life. This past fall semester
of 2010, I went to C6rdoba, Spain,
a beautiful city in the southern re-
gion of the country, with a great his-
tory of religious diversity (which is
pretty uncommon in Spain; as most
people are Roman Catholic).
Even after touring around the
country, C6rdoba is still my favorite
city. Okay, I did receive a few glares
from some local girls because of my
accent, but most people there were
very personable, the weather was
fabulous, and most of the buildings
and houses are old and beautiful. .
I chose to live with a host fam-
ily, which consisted of a 78-year-- old
couple and their Yorkshire terrier.
They were like stereotypical grand-
parents from home grumpy some
days, but always caring and con-
cerned. I like how some things don't
change overseas.
Encarni (my host grandmother)
was the quintessential sweet figure
who always encouraged my room-
mate and me to eat abnormally-larg- e
meals. Paco's (my host grandfather)
favorite topics of discussion were
I " "v r 1 1
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Southern Spain boasts beautiful architecture and a vibrant culture, along with an end-
less supply of ham and olive oil (Photo by Emily Bartelheim).
the weather, fruit (he could go on
for hours) and bull fights. There is
a current debate in Spain about bull-
fights; some people support the ritu-
al because of tradition, but more and
more are now opposed to it because
of the perceived cruelty.
The general pace of life in Spain
is much more relaxed than in the
United States. The average day for
a Spaniard seemed to be breakfast
around 10 a.m., lunch around 3:30
p.m., siesta after lunch until about 6
p.m., and dinner around 10 p.m. On
weekends, going anywhere before 2
a.m. is unusual. The afternoon si-
estas are a three-ho- ur block of time
during which everyone comes home
(yes, stores close too) and naps or
lounges around; nobody was ever in ,
a rush.
Another neat custom in Spain is
the glorious "tapas," which are appe-
tizers that come free with any drink
purchase. Tapas became a weekly
occurrence instead of dinner, usu-
ally consisting of a couple hours
hopping around from restaurant to
restaurant.
Spaniards also love their olive oil
and ham. I especially had fun dis-
cussing this with Will Schoenfeld '12
and Heidi Klise '12 when I went to
visit them in Granada one weekend
because ham is everywhere (there
are at least ten different types), and
olive oil is on practically everything.
My first few weeks in the country,
locals always asked, "Have you tried
the ham? It's so great!"
Looking back, studying abroad and
completely immersing oneself in an-
other culture really opens the mind
in ways never even thought possible.
As Nelson Mandela once said,
"There is nothing like returning to a
place that remains unchanged to find
the ways in which you yourself have
altered."
I really encourage everyone to take
a chance and go somewhere com-
pletely different to have an amazing
experience and learn more about
yourself.
College class provides insight into hip-ho- p culture
l v 4r,. 9 )
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Students in the History of Hip Hop course will learn
about Run DMC this semester (Photo by AP).
Lisa Hazelton
Senior Staff Writer
James Brown, Kung Fu movies
and Run DMC don't seem to share
a common theme, yet one thing ties
them all together: hip-ho- p.
Such diversity is exactly what hip-ho- p
is all about. It is not just music,
but rather it's a combination of DJs,
B-bo- ys and girls, MCs, graffiti art
ists and knowledge. Hip-ho- p didn't
simply spring out of nowhere; roots
can be seen all over. When hip-h- op
was fresh on the scene, artists found
inspiration from James Brown, the
rhythmic fighting in Kung Fu mov-
ies and even social dancing from as
early as the 1920s. The culture of
hip-ho- p is anything but uniform.
In the College's new History of
Hip-H- op class taught by Assistant
Professor of History Shannon King,
students will learn about the com-
plex and interesting past of this di-
verse culture. The genre started in
the '70s with the creativity and skill
of a few individuals of Caribbean
descent who moved to the Bronx at
'
an early age.
DJ Kool Here, one of these grand-
fathers of hip-ho- p, actually started
the genre by DJing a party at a rec-
reation center in order to get enough
money to buy school clothes. By
mixing Caribbean themes from his
Jamaican background and funk beats
he gave hip-h- op a jump-sta- rt into the
party scene.
Soon after, Afrika Bambaataa and
Grandmaster Flash became involved
and pushed the style of music to
the foreground o( the Bronx, mak-
ing sure everyone knew about this
new trend. In a matter of only five
or six years, hip-ho-p moved from
block parties and small gatherings
to artists selling records for serious
money.
King also teaches his students
about the founders of hip-ho- p cul-
ture. These originators spent all
of their time building their music.
Many old-scho- ol artists are known
for constructing turntables from
scratch.
It soon become vital for DJs to
learn tricks and become skilled on
the turntables, as style became just
as important as the music. B-bo- ys
and girls used their talents to battle
other groups, which served as an al-
ternative to the gang violence that so
many teens were involved in.
Today we see that much of this
history is lost, yet this is not nec
essarily bad. Many hip-h- op artists
today simply plug in their comput-
ers and don't think about those who
paved the way, but this also makes it
much easier for DJs to play multiple
shows a night.
The effects of hip-h- op as a cultural
phenomenon today can be seen when
looking at shows like MTV's Amer-
ica's Best Dance Crew. Here, young
break-dance- rs perform high intensi
ty tricks for the pleasure of their au
dience, except again we see a loss of
culture when we compare this new
concept of dancing for show to the
traditional, old-scho- ol idea of danc
ing face to face with your opponents.
Hip-h-op started out consisting of
DJs mixing beats on massive turn
tables at block parties and then rap-
idly and dramatically changed into
moguls like Kanye West singing
money-maki- ng tracks in front of
thousands. In such a short period of
time hip-h- op culture grew in popu
larity due to its accessibility. It is de-
signed for the masses; if you have a
pen, paper and a desire to create, you
can become a member of the hip-h- op
community.
Through the years hip-ho-p culture
has taken a huge leap into popula
culture and can now be seen every
where from commercials to clubs.
The ability to adapt to changing so
ciety has allowed it to remain a cre
ative outlet for many.
SageNenyue
I was talking to my friend Marc
over the phone, giving him the third
degree for not picking up my calls
when our conversation got onto poli
tics. For some reason, it always does.
We are both two very liberal and
opinionated motormouths who
should be kept away from micro-
phones at all costs. In the same room,
we are bearable because we can be
punched in the respective faces with
ittle effort on the part of the punch
er. Over the telephone, in an effort
to be heard, we raise our voices and
neither of us admit defeat. We were
talking about gay marriage versus
civil unions.
I don't care about marriage," I
said. "I don't even believe in mar- - '
riage! It's a word, and civil unions
are perfectly suitable for two people
who want to express their love and
whatever so long as all of the '
same rights are there!"
It's not the same!" Marc insist
ed. "Why should we have to have a
whole separate institution?"
'That was entirely different! Seg
regation's motto was 'separate but
equal,' but it was a huge lie! Every
thing labeled 'Colored' was 10 times
worse than stuff labeled 'White!'"
And then it began to dawn on me...
I tried to make light of it; I didn't
want it to seem as if he'd made me
realize something I hadn't before.
But just so I could feel the inten
sity of my realization, Marc took
one of the lightening bolts reserved
for just such an occasion and hurled
it at me, concreting my wrongness 1
with a monologue: "It's like the mo
ment you say 'I'm in a civil union,'
everybody automatically thinks your
connection is not legitimate and it's
like this connotation is automatically
attached to it. I don't want to be civil
union'd; I want to be married." Bam.
Double-ba-m.
While he was relatively humble
about changing my position, some-
thing that doesn't happen very of-
ten, I thought more about it. He was
right. There is a certain prestige in
the word. Marriage.
Marriage has quite a history in the
United States. Marriage restrictions
were based on age, race, social status
and plain old fear and prejudice
both of which the United States has
never had a shortage of. In the fight
for same sex marriage, people often
echo the miscegenation laws, which
barred both Black, Asian and Native
American people from intermarry-
ing with white people.
We are now sitting in a day where
people would never even think twice
about seeing biracial couples in
fact, such couples are often used
in advertisement as the unofficial
trademark for "progressiveness."
As I said, I did not really care about
marriage so long as everyone had
equal rights and it would seem
that we are getting closer and closer.
A few weeks ago, I would have tak-
en it and ran with it civil unions
or whatever. But since talking to
Marc and being, for lack of a stron-
ger phrase, utterly destroyed in my
views, I see the importance of mar-
riage and its importance in the fight
for equality that our community
finds itself in.
There are also some strategic
points to remember. First, the insti-
tution of marriage is already stand-
ing. As far as I see, all that needs
doing is pushing for the terms that
define who can be married basi-
cally a man and a man or a woman
and a woman. Second, on state levels,
it has been done. There are several
states that allow gay marriage at this
time. This can at least give us hope
for the rest of the states. Of course,
an executive order would blow
straight past this, but I can't hon-
estly see that happening so suddenly.
At any rate, I suppose I have been
won into the side of marriage.
Sage Nenyue is a contributor for the
Voice. He can be reachedfor comment
at sage.nenyuegmail.comit
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Tree Exhibit comes to Ebert Art Museum
Colleen O'Neil
Staff Writer
"Trees: an interdisciplinary dia
logue" opened on Jan. 18,
and a gallery talk was
held last Thursday, Jan.
20. "Trees" is a celebra-
tion of the art, technol-
ogy, and artifacts con-
nected to our arboreal
landscape.
The exhibition incorpo-
rates various medias and
stories about trees from
Northeastern Ohio and
beyond, and also includes
a display some of the
work of students at the
College.
Featured in the gal-
lery are: the story of the
college's Tree Endow-
ment Program; a wooden
table crafted by Wooster
alumnus, John Wells '87;
information about den-
drochronology, or tree
ring analysis, gathered
by Professor Greg Wiles'
Climate Change class; tech-
nological artifacts such as
a 19th-centu- ry wooden water pipe;
the Friends of Ohio Barns barn
survey project; two student draw-
ing assignments based on the tree
form; a video about a work by the
British artist David Nash OBE; and
various paintings, prints, poetry
and photographs.
Kitty Zurko, the museum director
and curator, put the collection to-
gether with the help of four faculty
consultants: Susan Clayton (psy
The Glass Menagerie
chology), Matthew Mariola (en-- gether multiple perspectives on one
vironmental studies), Greg Wiles subject, while also demonstrates a
(geology), and Walter Zurko (studio core value of a Wooster education
art). Zurko opened the gallery talk the integration of knowledge In
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"Trees: an interdisciplinary dialogue" opened in Ebert Art Museum last
week (Photo by Linda Kuster. ;
this evening by thanking her four
faculty consultants although
only one was able to attend thanks
to the beautiful weather for pa-
tiently working through the obsta-
cles of their different disciplines to
create a cohesive exhibition for an
art museum. But even with all the
hassle, Zurko would definitely orga-
nize a show like this again, she said.
"A multi-disciplina- ry exhibition
of this type," Zurko said, "brings to--
IMC Qli'iHOli ti
THEATRE & DANCE
Senior I.S. Productions Feb. 9 - 12,8:15 p.m.Shoolroy Theatre
The department of theatre and dance presents four nights of origi-
nal performances by five theater and dance majors as part of their
Senior Independent Study (Jackie Komos, George Myatt, Lindsay
Phillips, Owen Reynolds, and Nina Takacs). Performance dates are
divided upon two different sets of dates. Feb. 9, 11 - Jackie Komos,
Lindsay Phillips and Owen Reynolds. Feb. 10, 12 - George Myatt and
Nina Takacs. Tickets for reservations will be available for reservation
on Monday, Jan. 31 at the Freedlander Box Office.
March 3 5, 8:15 p.m.
Freedlander Theatre
Tennessee William's classic memory lay tells the story of the
Wingfield family struggling for survival in 1937 St. Louis, Missouri.
Abandoned by her husband 16 years before, Amanda finds herself
and her children in the midst of the Great Depression experiencing
a sting of failures that lead to the ultimate disappointment: a spinster
daughter and a son who, like his father, escapes a life of reality for
the enchantment of adventure. Tickets go on sale on Feb. 21 at the
Freedlander Box Office; students receive one free complimentary
ticket.
Spring Dance Concert April 14 - 16, 8:15 p.m.Freedlander Theatre
In the theatre and dance department's most formal concert, the
College of Wooster Dance Company will showcase the work of fac-
ulty and advanced student choreographers. In addition, this concert
will feature a special guest artist from the world of modern dance.
Tickets go on sale on April 4 at the Freedlander Box Office; students
receive one free complimentary ticket.
;
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Brenda Hatcher '12 stays warm
In the Wooster winter with a pea-co- at
and tall boots (Photo by An-
nie Peterson '13).
a liberal arts setting."
Each work of art is displayed
thoughtfully and purposefully. The
dark, gritty industrial tools and
deep brown segments of wood
stand out against the clean white
background. A black iron auger is
placed on the wall next to a grace-
ful painting of a copse of trees.
A video is projected onto the
back wall, and the sound of rus-
tling leaves fills the room as if a
MUSIC
Jazz Ensemble Concert
Covers: Ladies Night
Scot Band Concert
Bridget Murphy Milligan
March 29 -- May 16
Burton D. Morgan Gallery
A collection of work by Professor
Bridget Murphy Milligan
Wooster Street Style
spring day had suddenly descended
upon the visitors. Although Trees
may have lacked any actual live
specimens, it more than made up
for the deficit with cre-
ative representations of
the many different ways
trees function.
The atmosphere that
the exhibit creates el-
egantly illustrates the
subtle relationship be-
tween production, na-
ture and art, a connec-
tion that we may rarely
make otherwise. The
student work showcase,
which was highlighted
at the gallery talk, also
provides Wooster stu
dents with a rare oppor;
tunity to display their
work in an artistic man
ner.
"Trees" is vibrant, el
egant, and most im
portantly easy to re
late to. The exhibition
displays and celebrates
these oft-overloo- ked re-
sources and celebrates
their importance to sci
ence, society, art and history.
"Trees: an interdisciplinary dia
logue" will run until March 6
the Sussel Gallery and the Burton
D. Morgan Gallery of the Ebert
Art Center, lnere will also De a
luncheon held in the gallery on
Wednesday, Feb. 2 at noon with Sara
Patton, vice president for develop-
ment, and Beau Mastrine, director
of grounds, to discuss Wooster's
Tree Endowment Program.
Feb. 3rd , 8:00 p.m.
Freedlander Theatre
The College of Wooster Jazz Ensemble, under the direction of
Jeffrev Lindbera. will Dresent "A Tribute to Jaco Pastorius." Ticket
srequired for admission. Please contact Donna Reed (330-263-24- 19
or dreedwooster.edu) to purchase tickets to reserve a seat.
Feb. 5, 10 p.m.
The Underground
The Cover music craze is back this semester with "Ladies' Night!"
Don't worry men, you are allowed attend too. Here's what the theme
is about: songs about girls - girls in general or one specific gal. The
event is free and open to the public.
Feb. 6, 2:30 p.m.
McGaw Chapel
The Scot Symphonic Band and Tri-Coun- ty Honors Band will
a joint concert. Free and open to the general public.
ART MUSEUM EXHIBITIONS
Walter Zurko
March 29 -- April 24
Sussel Gallery
A collection of work by Profes-
sor Walter Zurko
2011 Senior Studio Art Group Independent Study Exhibition
April 29 - May 16, Sussel Gallery
Featuring original work for the Senior Independent Study projects
by Feng-J- u Chien, Nina Dine, Austin Gifford, Adria Hankey-Brow- n,
Nathanael Kooperkamp, Meredyth Lynn, Kathleen Mazzei, Nicholas
Ouellette, Will Santino, Anna Sharpe, Taylor Lamborn and Hayet Rida.
Staying warm and looking stylish can be tough but Brenda Hatcher '12 makes it look easy! Wooster Street
Style spotted her looking stylish in tall winter boots and a cute peacoat with military style buttons.
Is this winter weather wearing on your style?
It can go either way. Sometimes the cold ends up enhancing my style because I end up wearing differ-
ent colors or scarfs or socks in new ways. Other times, I am just really cold and have to wear as much
as possible, which results in a puffy look.
What's your favorite thing in your closet?
My Norwegian sweater. It is unique, comfortable, and incredibly warm.
Why Criticism Matters
Sometimes an actor's worse night
mare is receiving a horrible review of
the show they are currently perform
ing in. Therefore, it is common for
GEORGE MYATT
some actors,
directors, and
producers to
believe that
critics of the
theatre are on
the prowl to
discredit arid
bash a show.
Yes, reviews can ultimately determine
how well the tickets for a play or mu-
sical sell.
However, a critic's review should
(
not be considered a platform for
one person to provide their opinion .
on how well a performance went.
It's up to the critic to provide criti
cal feedback for the artists as a way
improve and progress through their
craft. Criticism is an art because it
takes a lot of practice and patience
to discover your own unique style of
critically and properly evaluating a
show through your perspective. This
epiphany came to me while I was at
tending a theatre conference during
winter break.
At the American College Theatre
Festival, Region II at Towson Uni-
versity in Baltimore, I had the fortune
of participating in The Critics Insti
tute to refine my skills as a critic of
the theatre. I blindly came in think-
ing I already mastered the elements
for com)osing a successful review:
catchy opening statement, credit for
those who produced the show, short
plot summary, witty and descriptive
phrases of the action and an overall
opinion.
However, I shortly realized that my
formula was missing two important
things: variety and flavor. During the
seminars and open discussions I no-
ticed that every review had a unique
opening statement that was never
the same. I had fallen into a pattern
of making universal statements that
everyone -- could accept. What I was
lacking here wasthe focus and indica-
tion of what would be covered in the
review. Needless to say, I started to
understand that I could critique the
show from any starting point such
as: at the beginning of the show, the
energy of the audience or a moment
that captured my attention and made
me think.
It's trickier however to give a re
view a distinctive flavor. If you want
to have a' review with flavor, you need
to critique the show though one or a
few different angles. While I watch
ing a performance pf Sarah Ruhl's
Eurydice" (a retelling of a popular
Greek myth), I simply couldn't stand
it. The technical precision of the
lights and scene changes was handled
very professionally, but the action in
the story was slow for me and seemed
to possess a lot of awkward, preg-
nant pauses.
As I wrote my review, I avoided ge--
nerically pointing out w hat was wrong
during specific momenta I closed my
eyes and remeinlered that the energy
on the stage felt empty and almost life
less. So, I started writing how the en-
ergy and action on the stage could have
been improved while acknowledging
that it was hard for me to fully grasp
the poetic language of the playwright.
I'm not a perfect critic and I can't know
everything. Therefore, I can only try
to give other artists feedback that is
critical but useful in order to help them
understand and consider what was pre-
sented in the audience. It's my perspec-
tive and critique: anyone can choose to
accept what I wrote or not
Sometimes, every show that I like,
people hate. But every show I hate,
other people like. I have a different idea
about what makes a performance great,
which was apparently true in com
parison to the other critics I recently
worked with. What I find atheistically
pleasing is a performance that doesn't
just entertain the audience but makes
them think alxmt the subject presented
to them and notice how diverse sto-
rytelling can be in the arts. It's not all
about providing your opinion on the
show: it's alxmt giving helpful feedlwck
to other artists.
George Myatt is an Arts Csf Enter-
tainment Editor for the Voice. He can
be reached for comment at gmyattll
wooster.edu
6Margaret Donnelly
Editor in Chief
British royalty is in. The world
is atwitter with Prince William's
engagement to Kate Middleton
and the 2010 movie "The King's
Speech",., is nomijiated jbr seven ,v
Gulden Globe Awards, 1 awards
from the British Academy of Film
and Television , Arts,
'-'-
1 British"
Academy of ' Film Awards and 12'
Academy Awards. And it deserves t
every bit of the hype. ; .;
The film tells the well-ke- pt sto-- ;,
.
ry of how King George VI (Co-
lin Firth) succeeded his brother
Edward oh the ..English .throne
Lee McKinstry
A&E Editor
There are really two couples
onscreen in director Derek Cian-franc- e's
new film'"Blue Valentine."
Dean (Ryan Gosling) and Cindy
(Michelle Williams), the beauti-
fully breathless, stumblingly infat-
uated young adults who make out
in Laundromats and slow dance
to classic Motown, are, haltingly,
hopelessly realizing they can't live
without each other.
Flash forward a few years later,
and Dean and Cindy, now balding
and exhausted, are raising a child
and desperately denying that there
is no way they can continue living
with each other. The contrast be-
tween these love affairs because
both are manifestations of love,
however wrenching makes the
best movie that came out in 2010
the hardest to watch. But, oh, is it
worth it.
The film focuses alternately on
twp days during the disintegration
of Dean and Cindy s marriage and
flashbacks to when they first fell
in love. The two lovers first meet
at p nursing home where aspiring
nurse Cindy is visiting her grand-
mother. Cindy spies Dean, orTthe
firit day' of his job at a Brooklyn
moving company,1 Carefully ar-
ranging the belongings of an
ing man who was just cpmmitted.
By the time he leaves, the room is
m7
and-overcam- e his stammer ;vith .,
the' help of the Australian speech T7.
thiipiiit!-Uonel'-Logu-
p Goffery 'J. gfther, Logue is able to discern
Rush) to rally England when Ad-
olf Hitler declared war on Europe
in 1.939.
Set in a period when the Brit-
ish monarchy was becoming in-
creasingly accessible to the public
through the British , Broadcast-
ing 'Company, Firth's character
(known, to those close to him as
"Bertie") battled anxiety over his
stammer as he was forced'' t& give,! nerisms and affected speech of
a miniature version of the house
the visibly grateful man just left
He runs into an intrigued Cindy
on the way out. Awkward but
charming, he insists she takes his
number, scribbled on the back of a
business card.
This accidental meeting, along
with the ensuing blushing jokes
and hopeful plan making, mirrors
so many real life love stories, that
it is impossible not to watch and
recognize parts of yourself in this
romance.
It's not a sparkly romance, or
even a great date movie. But how
many of our own relationships
would look packaged and neat on-
screen?
The stumbling way in which the
two leads fall in love is seamless, a
testament to the immense talents
of Gosling and Williams, who
prove to be some of the most sub-
tle, commanding actors of their
generation.
Williams, who was just received
an Academy Award nomination
for this part, plays the older ver-
sion of Cindy with quiet, almost
repressed sadness, making the
scenes in which she finally lashes
out at her husband some of the
most arresting and gut-wrench- ing
in the film.
Gosling, playing the
neous-turned-irra- tic Dean, has
' never embodied a more tragic
hero than in tfiis everyman. The
wordless frustration he embodies
in a simple clenched jaw says more
than any emotional jfialoguejever
could. The fact that he himself
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was not nominated
for an Oscar is the
most egregious over-
sight of the awards
season.
Years later, things,
as they often do,
go sour, and this
is where the movie
earns its "depress-
ing" reputation..
Dean, now balding
and . still without
much direction,, is
immature and quick
to pick fights. Cindy,
harried and stern,
tells him bitingly
that she "doesn't
like raising two chil-
dren," They spend
a night in a themed
hotel room and play
the song they once
claimed as theirs,
smilinir sadlv. swav- -
Libba Smith
Voice Staff
Without a doubt, there are moments
of "Black Swan" that the viewer will
never forget Some scenes are so nail-bitin- gly
creepy that they burrow into
the brain and refuse to leave. I still
have flashbacks of a few particularly
disturbing incidents. These mements
of near unbearable tension are the
best part of "Black
Swan"; they occur
when you least ex-
pect them, giving
the entire movie an
unsettling feeling.
Natalie Portman's
performance , was
phenomenal. She
stepped out of her
conventional role
to bring a darkness
that made the movie,
walking a thin line
between the two
sides of her char-
acter's personali-
ty. The Nina Sayers
who lived the life of
.
the White Swan was
innocent and clue-
less about the real
world around her,
the Black Swan was
viscerally dangerous
and in control. She, is
perfectly contrasted
by the self-assur-ed
Lily, played by Mila
Kunis, whose per-
sonality matches
Natalie Portman at the
premiere of "Black Swan."
(Photo courtesy of AP)
that of the Black Swan. Kunis also de-
livered a fantastic performance, staying
both highlyself-assure- d and relatable,
providing a down-to-ear- th
.
character
in contrast with Nina's hysteria. Nina's
mother (Barbara Hershey), was also
extraordinary. She constantly tries to
keep her daughter locked in a sheltered
bubble of her childhood, helping to both
preserve and destroy Nina.
Throughout the movie, some scenes
are obviously part of a fantasy, like the
various manifestations of Nina believ-
ing that she is turning into a swan.
However, other details are more am-
biguous. The movie is told through
Nina's eyes, so the audience is forced
to question everything it is shown.
Many scenes begin as potential reality,
but are revealed to be part of her de-
lusion; trying to decide what actually
I
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The Best of the Break: winter films that made the grade
, While many members of the student body spent the winter recess bundling up, slogging through the snow and generally
..trying to avoid bouts of cold, a brave few made it to their local movie theater to check out these end--oj -- the year gems:
speeches in public- - and radio 'ad-
dresses.
.
i-"-
;
Bertie's wife, the future Queen
Elizabeth (Helena' Bbnham Cart-1-- 1
er), approaches Logue seeking
help for her husband's stammer.
Logue later convinces Bertie, then
the Duke of York, that he could
help him by playing music into
headphones while Bertie reads
"Hamlet" into a sound recorder.
The frustrated Bertie only agrees
to work with Logue when he lis-
tens to the recording and discov-
ers that his speech is perfect.
Although there are obviously
class differences between Bertie
and Logue, who is an Australian
immigrant and the son of a brew-
er, the pair develop a close friend-
ship. Logue insists on addressing
Bertie by his informal nickname
instead of "Your Royal Highness"
and, while he is discreet about his
royal patient, refuses to grant him
special treatment. Because they
are treat each other with mutual
respect, the pair grow to become
true friends, a phenomenon that
Bertie has never experienced..
Through their experiences to- -
Firth at the premiere of "The King's Speech." (Photo courtesyAP).
the origins of Bertie's speech
problems. Through conversation
that is obviously painful for Ber-
tie, he discovers Bertie's child-
hood mistreatments, physical and
emotional abuse by his nannies
and sibling rivalries between his
brothers that have affected his
speech.
Firth expertly depicts the man--
a long-tim- e stammerer. He is a
complex character who is proud
but insecure, elitist but very much
alone and stubborn but willing to
accept the help of a commoner out
of desperation.
While Bertie struggles to over-
come his speech impediment, he
and his family struggle to con-
vince his brother, Edward, who is
to be king when their father dies,
to give up his relationship with a
twice-divorc- ed American woman,
Mrs. Simpson, who does not have
the approval of the royal family or
the British Parliament.
When their father dies, his last
words are about Bertie's bravery,
a sentiment he could never tell his
son in person. Edward succeeds
his father, becoming King Edward
III, although his family and par-
liament quickly become frustrated
by his lack of attention to the gov-
ernment and excessive partying.
When he refuses to give up his
relationship with Mrs. Simpson,
the British parliament refuses to
meet, halting the government al-
together and forcing Edward to
abdicate the throne in favor of his
younger brother, Bertie.
When Edward abdicates the
throne, Bertie becomes the king
of England, thrusting him even
more into the limelight and in-
creasing his speaking roles in the
government. Logue continues to
assist Bertie through his corona-
tion and important speeches given
to the government and his people.
The movie climaxes as Bertie
prepares to address his nation
when Adolf Hitler declares war
on Britain: the stakes are never
higher for the people of Britain
and Bertie must not fail in his ad-
dress to rally the people.
Bertie's wife, Elizabeth, is ever
by his side throughout the entire
process and she is visibly pained
by the anxiety, humiliation and
self-loathi- ng her husband feels
because of his stammer. She re-
mains with him up until the very
moment he is to about to give his
address to the nation. Only then
does his connection with Logue
and the techniques they practiced
in private pay off and allow Bertie
to speak flawlessly to his empire
on the radio.
The real Queen Mum gave her
blessing to make the film although
she asked that it be made after her
death because it was too painful
for her to relive. What director
Tom Hooper didn't realize though
was that the Queen Mum would
live to be 101 years old, dying in
2002. However, considering the
praise "The King's Speech" has
garnered, the movie's release has
been well worth the wait.
IV-'!,-
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happened is half the fun of watching
the movie.
The dancing was impeccable. Most
viewers are probably not fans of clas-
sical ballet, but it was presented as an
accessible art form, giving insights
into the life of a professional dancer.
Portman and Kunis both trained ex-
tensively to make the dancing as au-
thentic as possible, and their hardv
work comes across beautifully.
For all of its triumphs, "Black Swan"
certainly had aspects that could have
been better. With the exception of Nina,
every other character remained com-
pletely static; while this did help enhance
the magnitude of
Nina's changes,
it did nothing for
the plot Vincent
Cassel, as the
director of the
ballet, was won-
derfully creepy,
especially when
telling Nma to go
home and touch
herself, but his
performance was
very repetitive.
The transforma-
tion of Nina was
the focus of the
plot, but there
was little action
otherwise
The biggest
puzzlement
about "Black
Swan" regards
the purpose of
the sex scene
Intimate lesbian
action is still
somewhat ta-
boo in American
movies, and I
can understand the purpose of enticing
people with something novel; however,
it was not necessary in the advancement
of the .story. Hundreds' of other scenes
could-havJbee-
n used to show the extent
--
of one of Nina's hallucinations The fan-
tasy shows that she is becoming more in
touch with her sexuality, but it seemed
to have been included more to lure view-
ers with the promise of soft-co-re lesbian
porn.
"Black Swan" is a psychological
thriller, and Nina's transformation is
certainly thrilling to watch. I am still
questioning what was reality and what
was Nina's delusion. The dancing was
flawless, and the music completely
enhanced the mood of the movie.
Overall, while I did not think that
the movie particularly lived up to the
hype, "Black Swan" is certainly worth
7 1
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ing through the ab- - Michelle Williams and Ryan Gosling wave to fans at the premiere of
sence of what once "Blue Valentine." (Photo courtesy of AP)
was there. "
These scenes are emotionally
shattering. They are heart-break-ing- ly
horrible, especially when
inter-splic- ed with the earlier rap-
ture of the infatuation. But they
are compelling and necessary, and
what inevitably set this movie
apart.
,
.
,
The flashbackflash forward
format is part of makes this film
so sad, yet so affecting, because
there are still sparks of love in
both. The way D,ean holds Cindy
now is not so different from how
he held her then, but because of
time, age, and whatever unnam-abl- e
factor it is that ruins relation-
ships, there is no turning back.
The plot of "Blue Valentine" is
simple, and the actions are noth- -
rarely do.
The film ends in a blaze of fire-
works the black sky highlighted
by a crescendo of color. As the
sparks fade, a silhouette of Dean
and Cindy kissing flashes across the
ing completely exceptional in the scene. Moments earlier, the counle
scope many young people's lives, walked away from each other, Dean's
Yet, it is because of this truth
fulness to life, this relative "nor-malnes- s,"
the movie is completely
enthralling. It captures reality in
back fading equally quickly as Cindy
watched him go.
"Blue Valentine" blazes in this wav
showing just as much consideration
devastating, even painful light, for life's momentary miracles, jts
something all movies should, but transient beauty as for the dark that
.1
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Men's basketball continues record
Travis Marmon
Sports Editor
The men's basketball team ex-
tended its school-recor- d 18-- 0
start by winning a classic against
rival Wittenberg University on
Saturday in Timken Gymnasium.
The Scots looked unstoppable af-
ter crushing Oberlin College 82-5- 5
on Jan. 12, beating Denison
Univerity 72-6- 4 on Jan. 15, and
dismantling Allegheny College
(5-1- 3, 2-- 8 NCAC) 88-5- 6 on Jan,
19. But this match-u- p against the
Tigers was anything but easy.
Wittenberg (12-- 5, 7-- 1 NCAC)
r
scored the first eight points of
the game, but Wooster respond-
ed with a 9-- 1 run of its own.
The teams went back and forth
throughout the first half, both
struggling to make shots.
The Scots shot over 84 percent
from the field during the half
(including an abysmal 1-- 13 on
three-pointer-
s), while the Tigers
managed just over 31 percent
shooting. Wittenberg led 27-2- 6
heading into the break
Although the teams played
evenly for the first five minutes
of the second half, Wittenberg's
Cameron Walton hit a three with
14:09 left to take a 41-3- 3 lead.
Voiceports
The Scots would trail behind the
Tigers for several more minutes,
increasing the anticipation of the
fans in the audience. The Scots
did not get within eight points
of the Tigers until Bryan Wick-liff- e
'11 (who earned his 1,000th
career point that night) hit a la-y- up
with 8:11 left to make it 49-4- 2.
That was the beginning of
Wooster's thrilling comeback.
Down 54-4- 9 with just under
three minutes to go, Ian Franks
' 1 1 drained two free throws to cut
the deficit to three points.
After the Scots forced a turn-
over on the next Wittenberg pos-
session, Matt Fegan '12 found
Justin Hallowell '12 for a game-tyin- g
three-point- er at the 1:55
mark, which lead to an eruption
of noise from the crowd of over
3,000.
The Tigers' Michael Cooper
missed a jumper on the ensuing
possession, and Franks converted
a three-poi- nt play to take a 57-5- 4
lead. Hallowell made it 59-5- 4
with 42 seconds remaining, and it
was all the Scots needed to secure
a victory over their biggest rival.
They played defense and shot
free throws the rest of the way to
finish with a 65-5- 8 victory, putting
them at 9-- 0 in NCAC play. Franks
led all scorers with 17 points. Na-
than Balch '11 had 15, Hallowell
scored 14 and Wickliffe added 12
more.
The teams meet again in Spring-
field, Ohio on Feb. 12. The Scots
travelled to Kenyon College (8-1- 0,
4--5 NCAC) on Wednesday af-
ter press time, and will make the
trip out to Hiram College (8-- 9, 2-- 6
NCAC) on Feb. 2 to take on the
Terriers.
Unfortunately, the women's team
has not been experiencing the
same success as the men's team.
The Scots (2-1- 5, 0-- 7 NCAC) are
on a five-ga- me losing streak, with
all five games ending with double-dig- it
deficits.
On Saturday afternoon at Timken
Gymnasium, the Wooster wom-
en took on Wittenberg (9-- 8, 4-- 3
NCAC) in a match that resembled
the men's game between the two
schools but with opposite results.
The teams were tied at 40 apiece
with 9:06 left in the game, but the
start of perfection
'
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Wooster defeated Wittenberg
day (Photo by Scott Kugel).
Tigers went on a 21-- 6 run in the
final nine minutes to close out the
Scots, 61-4- 6. Jessica Wingen '13
led the team with 15 points, while
Ashley Lindemann '14 and Suvi Pu-ripattara- pan
'14 each contributed
seven.
The loss was one of the closer
games of their last stretch, during
NCAA champions
I
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in a close game last Satur
which the Scots have been defeated
80-4- 6 by Allegheny, 73-6- 1 by Deni-
son, 85-4- 0 by Kenyon College and
71-- 41 by Oberlin.
The women hope to end their los-
ing streak and get their first confer-
ence victory at Timken Gymnasium
against the Kenyon Ladies (10-- 8,
4--3 NCAC) tomorrow at 2 p.m.
where in society there are
Ion;; lists of why college foot-
ball recruits should come to
the state of Alabama, I hon-
estly cannot think of a single
item to put on the list,
I would say we have hun-
dreds of miles of sandy beach-
es, but we do not; that's Flori-- .
da and California. I would say
that our major universities are
in cities with massive amounts
of culture and entertainment,
but they aren't.
Cut, we can now brag; about
something which I believe all
college football recruits value;
1 oth coaches at both of our
i : t universities have won
i" n:d championships in
1 ist two seasons and quite
that someum!:'
u !i e cry Alabamian can be
u-- 1 of.
nay not have t' most
.Ci d
!
v
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Track and
Graham Zimmerman
Sports Editor
The College of Wooster men's
and women's track and field teams
will travel to Oberlin College
tomorrow for their first indoor
meet of the 201 1 season. Over the
course of the next two months, the
track and field teams will be train-
ing and competing indoors, cu-
mulating the indoor season at the
NCAA Championships on March
1 1 and 12 in Columbus, Ohio.
Upon returning from spring
break, the teams will commence
the outdoor season and begin the
push towards the NCAC Confer-
ence Championship in May.
Jumper Miriam Wise '1 1 is very
optimistic about the women's po-
tential this season, hoping to con-
tinue the success that landed them
on the NCAA all-acade- mic team
for the third year in a row this past
fall. "The women's team has really
expanded this year, adding depth
and strength to most events," she
said.
"It's encouraging to see familiar
faces on the track as well as new-
comers. Competing this Saturday
at Oberlin begins a semester-lon- g
journey towards the NCAC Con-
ference Championship Meet at the
end of May, where we will hope-
fully offer our peak performances
of the year,"
The women's team will be re-
turning several key all-NC- AC per-
formers from last year's season.
Abena Boamah-Acheampo- ng '13,
who holds the school record in
high jump, will aim to continue to
It would be ton -- !i to argue
that the best conference in
college .basketball in recent
memory is not the; Rig East.
T h e
.massive
in-te- a in
1 e a g u e
( w h i c h
w ill add
Texas
TRAVIS MARMON Christian
U n i v e r
sity in '2012) always sends an
absurd a mo u lit of teams to
the NCAA Tournament, with
teams like Villanova Univcr- -
sity, Georgetown University,
Syracuse University and the
field ready
supply a steady flow of points.
Also providing valuable con- -
tributions will be Whitney
Rappole '11, who garnered
all-confere-
nce accolades in the
400 hurdles, and Veronique
Jones '13, who dominated in
shot put, hammer throw and
discus last season. "I think
we have the dedication and
talent to be very competitive
this year, both individually
and as a team. Personally, I'd
love to see the women place in
the top four teams at Confer-
ence," Wise said. Last season
the women finished fifth out
of nine teams in the NCAC
Championships.
The men's team also goes
into this season wih high ex-
pectations. Although they
graduated all four of their all-confere- nce
performers from
last season's fifth place NCAC
team, the Scots return Josh
Kime '11 and Sean Twining
'11, both of whom provided
valuable individual perfor-
mances during last season's
conference championship.
i
Like other teams on cam-
pus,
Track
this spring marks the last
time that the men's and wom-
en's track and field teams will
have to practice and compete
off-camp-
us during the indoor sea-
son. "Unfortunately for the seniors
on the team, the Scot Center will
not be complete in time for us to
practice and hold meets at home
during the indoor season. The
. opening of the center next year
will hopefully give the team a new
sense of pride as they are able to
gi.mis in tie nation, but teams
J,!e the Univu-Mt- y of Maryland
ami V. '.: Forest University arc
f . fVc ..i where they were in the
latter part of the last decade,
Huh' i i! only team ranked in
i i .." ., with Florida State
l',.'w !"-- ;' v being ranked 2nd in
:! ' i'i 1 ' 1 Press poll.
'11 ' 1 1 1 1 - j'MVCr Cot:'' '
the NCAA n ht . v
Ten. The ('::.; : I'
ti e t I 1
try .rn ,.lly ';
M..1,; i :
haL a ' n tit
iaa. -- . 1 ' .hi'
f..i i-- .i t': ; 1 rot . .1
lours!.!':''. 1
University of Pittsburgh con- - 1 ' !'
sistently appearing at the top
of the rankings during the He. ! ; r t'
season. AC! . i
The second-be- st conference '11 1'
has changed, however. For l' y i'
most of the decade the Atlan- - on .,: t .; n in !'
tic Coast Conference has been i ! !y 1
in competition for the best in si. , ' . i
the country. Duke University r.. ' s (
and the Univeisiiy of North cr
Carolina aie l.io of the big-ge- st
names in 1h" sport, and i
have won the la-.- t t a o na; ion.il
ihampion-i.'p',- ,
.t the con- -
I'ercnce ns a wl. !e has fame I,
(low llhill :;,i( I.' ; i ,
'1 he u :h (' i team
that w.-- i i- - - " ( ' cpion- - i
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and field prepares for its
season (Photo courtesy Voice
archives).
practice at regular times and com
pete on campus with their peers'
support," Wise said.
Following this weekend's NCAC
Relays in Oberlin, the men's and
women's track and field teams
will participate in five indoor in
vitational competitions before the
NCAC and NCAA championships
in early March.
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Swimming
Margaret Donnelly
Editor in Chief
Last Saturday, Jan. 22 the wom-
en's swimming and diving team
continued its dominance over op-
ponents and .defeated Wheeling
Jesuit University in a decisive
137-1- 20 victory in Wheeling, WV.
The Fighting Scots women were
led by double-winne- rs Mariah Mc-Gove- rn
'14, Adriana Hoak '14 and
Melissa Haug '12 in their decisive
victory over the Cardinals. Unfor-
tunately, the Wooster men were
defeated by the Cardinals 142-- 1 12.
McGovern began the day on a
high note for the women with a
win in the 1650 free (18:24.24) and
later won the 500 free (5:23.33.)
Hoak and Haug also won twice,
winning in the 200 free (2:03.64)
and 100 free (56.5Q) and the 200
butterfly (2:14.25) and 100 butter-
fly (56.32), respectively.
Priscilla Haug '12 and Caroline
Hanson '13 were also winners in
the 200 back (2:14.32) and 200
backstroke (2:23.16), respectively.
The men, who have struggled
t his season in comparison with
their counterparts, were not as
dominant, losing to Wheeling
Jesuit in eight of the first nine
events.
However, Peter Parisi '13 was
victorious in the 100 breaststroke
(1:00.46) and the 200 breaststroke
(2:18.09). Later Brendan Horgan
'11 won the 100 butterfly (56.32)
and Alex Lajoie '13 made top hon-
ors in the 400 IM (437.30).
Just before the meet against
Grove City, both the Wooster
The
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men's and women's teams won
back-to-ba- ck meets against North
Coast Athletic Conference schools
Ohio
,
Wesleyan University and
Hiram College, the men's longest
winning streak.
Earlier in the season, the men
and women hosted the Wooster
Invitational at the Timken Nata-toriu- m.
The women placed eighth
of 10 and the men placed fourth
of 10.
The women are currently 8-- 1,
3-- 0 NCAC and the men are 2-- 7,
2-- 1 NCAC.
Both the men and the women
defeated conference rivals in the
Battling Bishops of Ohio Wes-
leyan and the Terriers of Hiram
College.
Wittenberg University gave the
men their only conference loss,
while the women defeated the
Wittenberg Tigers to round out
theif perfect conference record.
The Fighting Scots will host the
Grove City College Wolverines
tomorrow at 1 p.m. at the Timken
Natatorium.
After this meet, the Scots will
continue on to the North Coast
Athletic Conference Champion-
ships at Canton, Ohio on Feb. 10,
the Kenyon Invitational at Gam-bie- r,
Ohio on Feb. 19.
They will hope to conclude
with a trip to the NCAA Division
III Championships at Knoxville,
Tennessee on March 23. This
would be the team's first trip to
the tournament since the 2005-200- 6
season.
The Scots would be longshots
for the first championship in
school history.
